[bookmark: _Hlk35861481]BAPTISTWAY PRESS—LIVING IN THE SPIRIT: RIGHTEOUSNESS, PEACE, AND JOY 
Lesson Eight--“Righteousness Peace, and Joy” –Romans 14:13-19; Philippians 4:1-7 
CONTEXT OF THE BOOK OF Philippians Chapter 4 
A. AUTHOR – Paul –this is one of Paul’s prison letters: Colossians, Ephesians and Philemon.   
B. PURPOSE: This letter is a thank you note for their loving care to him while he was a prisoner under house arrest in Rome. This letter served as a letter of fellowship for Paul to thank the Philippians for the gift they sent Paul.  This letter is often called Paul’s letter of joy because of the frequent mentioning of joy and rejoicing.  Written around ad 61-62 to all Christians at Philippi and all believers everywhere.  
C. Our aim today is to realize that peace is not the absence of problems but tranquility in the midst of those problems [67].
Quick Read:   The  kingdom of God is righteousness in the Holy Spirit, peace in the Holy Spirit, and joy in the Holy Spirit. [67] 
 
1. DON’T LET OTHER STILL YOUR JOYFUL PEACE [ROMANS 14:13-16]  13 Let us therefore no longer pass judgment on one another, but resolve instead never to put a stumbling block or hindrance in the way of another. 14 I know and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself; but it is unclean for anyone who thinks it unclean. 15 If your brother or sister is being injured by what you eat, you are no longer walking in love. Do not let what you eat cause the ruin of one for whom Christ died. 16 So do not let your good be spoken of as evil. 
2. THE POWER TO BE RIGHT AND LIVE RIGHT [ROMANS 14:17-18] 17 For the kingdom of God is not food and drink but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 18 The one who thus serves Christ is acceptable to God and has human approval. 
3. PEACE THAT TRANSCENDS ALL UNDERSTANDING (ROMANS 14:19))  19 Let us then pursue what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding. 
4.  HAVING JOY FOR THOSE YOU CARE (PHILIPPIANS 4:1-3) 1 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. (EXHORTATIONS) 2 I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3 Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life. 
5.  JOY IS TOO GOOD TO KEEP TO YOURSELF (PHILIPPIANS 4:4-7) 4 Rejoice[c] in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.[d] 5 Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
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