[bookmark: _Hlk35861481]BAPTISTWAY PRESS—LIVING IN THE SPIRIT: RIGHTEOUSNESS, PEACE, AND JOY 
Lesson Three —“God’s Approval of Jesus”  John 1:29-34; Matthew 3:13-17
CONTEXT OF THE GOSPEL OF JOHN CHAPTER 1  
Author –John the “Beloved disciple; the brother of James, one of the sons of Zebedee; 
Date Written: around ad 85-95; to “New Christians” and searching Non-Christians, to the Gnostics; 
Purpose and Context of John’s 21 chapter is found in John’s “Prologue” acknowledging that in John 20:30-31, John stating the reason he wrote the Gospel of John.  30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book. 31 But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in His name—Jesus is the Son of God and all who believe in Him will have eternal life. 
Today’s Study Aim is to learn that a follower of Jesus will follow Him in water baptism and spirit baptism [page 29] 
Quick Read:  God approved Jesus by sending the gift of the Holy Spirit descending on Jesus and His audible voice affirming Jesus as His son. [29] Types of OT sacrifices (32): 
1. Trespass offerings (Leviticus 6:1-7). This sacrifice was offered as atonement for violating something holy unintentionally, such as eating food reserved for priests. 
2. Burnt offerings (Leviticus 6:8-13). This was an act of worship, devotion, or commitment. It could be offered at any time, but it was also required at specific times, including every Sabbath and at Passover. 
3. Grain offerings (Leviticus 6:14-23). This sacrifice was a way of giving thanks to God for His provision and good will. It was sometimes combined with a drink offering. 
4. Sin offerings (Leviticus 6:24-30) This offering was made as an atonement for sin and to cleanse a person from defilement. The type of animal used depended on the giver’s financial situation. 
5. Peace offerings (Leviticus 7:11-34). This sacrifice was given for three specific reasons: thanksgiving; fulfillment of a vow; and thanksgiving for deliverance.
A.  SON OF GOD AS THE LAMB OF GOD [JOHN 1:29-31] (The Lamb of God) 29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is He of whom I said, ‘After me comes a Man who ranks ahead of me because He was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know Him; but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that He might be revealed to Israel.” 
· 13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14 John would have prevented Him, saying, “I need to be baptized by You, and do you come to me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then He consented. 
· 16 And when Jesus had been baptized, just as He came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to Him and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on Him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is My Son, the Beloved,[d] with whom I am well pleased.”
B.  THE SPIRIT OF GOD [JOHN 1:32-34]  32 And John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on Him. 33 I myself did not know Him, but the One who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the One who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.” 
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